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Andersons Leave a Legacy of Caring 
United Way Launches Community 

Connection Center Project

AN INCREDIBLE LEGACY
Vermillion’s history is full of people who have left incredible 
legacies – ordinary folks who have championed important 
projects, and given their time, talent, and treasure to meet the 
needs of the community. Through their generous estate gift to 
United Way of Vermillion, Verne and Bonnie Anderson chose 
to create such legacy. The gift already allowed United Way to 
bring the 211 helpline to Clay County in 2017, and now will 
support the creation of a vital community resource – The 
Community Connection Center. 

THE STORY
Imagine you’re working two part-time jobs to support your 
family, just barely making ends meet. Then, your car breaks 
down, or an unexpected medical emergency leaves you 
drowning in debt. Now you have a choice: pay your bill or 
feed your family. In Vermillion, this is an everyday 
occurrence. With a poverty rate of 35%, and a food insecurity 
rate that is nearly double that of our neighboring counties, 
financial insecurity is common.

Local organizations work hard every day to provide a hand up 
to those that are struggling to get by. The Vermillion Food 
Pantry provides around 50-70 pounds of fresh produce, meat, 
bread, dairy, and non-perishable foods to families at each 
monthly visit. 

The Welcome Table ensures families receive a warm, home-
cooked meal every Monday night. The Weekend Backpack 
Program sends hundreds of kids home from school with enough 
food to make sure they can eat over the weekend. The Salvation 
Army gives emergency assistance to families that are facing a 
utility shut-off or struggling to get to a medical appointment. 
And the United Way partners with these and other programs all 
across the community to ensure that families have basic needs 
met, get help in times of crisis, and increase stability. 

Over the past several years, new partnerships between 
organizations have developed like never before. Excess food and 
supplies have been shared, massive food giveaways that have fed 
thousands of people have been organized, and the inefficiencies 
of directing families across town from one service to another 
have been recognized. As our alliance has deepened, we’ve 
realized the solution.

THE VISION
The Community Connection Center, soon to be located at 9 
Court St., will be a place where those in need from Clay County 
can receive assistance, moving from crisis to stability, and 
ultimately, self-sufficiency. The Center will serve as a one-stop-
shop for multiple services, including, but not limited to, United 
Way of Vermillion, the Vermillion Food Pantry, the Weekend 
Backpack Program, The Welcome Table, and Salvation Army. 



Meet Jessica McKenzie
United Way of Vermillion Community Impact Director

United Way of Vermillion is excited to announce that Jessica McKenzie has joined the
organization as Community Impact Director! Jessica brings years of experience in grant 

writing, research, and fundraising, and most recently, as Director of Vermillion Food Pantry.

Jessica hales from Appleton, WI, where she also earned her degree in Health Care and Human 
Behavioral Studies from Lawrence University. Prior to moving to Vermillion in 2013, she worked 
in a number of nonprofit settings, including Make-a-Wish and Hope for Tomorrow, an 
organization she founded that supported hospitalized children with chronic and life-threatening 
illnesses.

"We're very lucky to have someone with Jessica's talent and experience on our team," said 
United Way Board Executive Director Kelsey Collier-Wise. "She's an incredible asset."

The position of Community Impact Director is responsible for coordinating United Way's internal programming, which 
includes Imagination Library and the Community Connection Center, as well as responsbility for research and grant 
management.  

"Throughout my time in Vermillion, I've witnessed United Way build a better community time and again." said 
McKenzie. "I'm thrilled to play a part in having such a direct impact on multiple programs and family-strengthening 
initiatives."

Jessica lives in Vermillion with her husband Forest and their sons Ethan, 7, and Levi, 3. In addition to the noteworthy 
work through the Vermillion Food Pantry, she is also known for her volunteer efforts on behalf of the annual Night to 
Shine event and in advocating for those living with Type 1 Diabetes. 

Over $150,000 Raised for 25 Community 
Programs in Clay County 

2018 Campaign Sets Record

The United Way of Vermillion board of directors is
 excited to announce a successful end to their most

recent campaign, raising over $150,000 and exceeding an 
aggressive $147,000 goal. The funding will go to support 
25 different programs addressing education, financial 
stability, and health in the Vermillion area.

“We're thrilled by the generosity of our community,” said 
board president Dan Kenton. “Every year, the need grows, 
and we want to be able to continue to support these vital 
programs.”

Over 500 donors contributed to the 2018 campaign. Since 
2010, local support for United Way of Vermillion has 
increased by nearly 50%. 

Thank you to all who gave! Together, we're creating 
connections in our community and making it an even 
better place to live. 

United Way of Vermillion

WHAT WE STAND FOR 
Every family should have access to the essentials of life and 
the support necessary to become self-sufficient. Our one-stop-
shop model of support is the best way to 1) address the 
myriad of needs that accompany poverty in our community, 
and 2) increase the effectiveness of and efficiency between  
organizations.

HOW WILL IT WORK
When a family arrives at the Community Connection Center  
they will be greeted with warmth and dignity. guided to the 
service that they need, and now, instead of receiving only one 
form of community assistance, can be direct them to any other 
resources that could help, just down the hall!

Organizations will be in a better place to collaborate on big-
picture ways to address the poverty in our community. We 
can eliminate duplicated services, saving volunteer time and 
the donor funds. It’s a win-win.
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Community Connection Center cont’d

AROUND TOWN:
The United Way of Vermillion Board of Directors had 
a wonderful holiday get together in December. These 
folks do amazing volunteer work to make our 
community even better! Back row (LtoR): Leslie 
Gerrish, Greg Paquette, Kathryn Birkeland, Dan 
Kenton, Chad Passick; Front row (LtoR): Community 
Impact Director Jessica McKenzie, Kim Johnson, Emily 
Merrigan, Deb Christensen, Executive Director Kelsey 
Collier-Wise, Rachel Olson. Not pictured: Sara Bye 
Schulte, Trish Felecos, Maxine Johnson, Heidi Moser, 
Scott Pohlson. 

VERNE & BONNIE
Bonnie and Verne Anderson were 
longtime fixtures in the Vermillion 
community, active members of 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Vermillion 
High School alumni, and avid pilots. 
The two were married in 1952. Verne 
farmed on his family’s land, and was 
known for his unique sense of humor 
and as a national ranked trap shooter.  
Bonnie served as assistant to six 
University of South Dakota 
presidents. Her dynamic personality 
and indispensable value to USD led 
Gov. Janklow to name June 24, 1986 
as Bonnie Haines Anderson Day. 
Bonnie passed away in 2011, 
followed by Verne in 2016. Through 
their estate, the Andersons 
remembered multiple community 
organizations, including United Way 
of Vermillion, the W.H. Over Museum, 
the University of South Dakota 
Foundation, and the Vermillion Public 
Library. 

Visit UnitedWayofVermillion.org/CCC/ to learn 
more about the project and how you can help!

United Way board members, agencies, and friends  
dished up some delicious sloppy joe's at Welcome 
Table! 

The United Way 
tree featuring some 
frosty friends at the 
W.H. Over's Annual 
Christmas Festival .
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MISSION
To provide all residents within the Vermillion area a coordinated network of care, support, and resources that 
will support individual empowerment, cultivate and engage youth through enriching childhood experiences, 
and address targeted areas of need, thereby creating a stronger more self-sufficient community.

VISION
To be a leader in the Vermillion area through coordination and support of accessible services that make best 
use of our community’s assets and resources, and impact our identified, targeted areas of need. 
We will ensure basic needs (food, shelter, transportation, and clothing) are met, laying the foundation for:

• empowered individuals and families working towards self-sufficiency,

• enhanced childhood experiences for all children in the community,
• improved livelihood, and

• lasting, positive community change.

Save the Date: The Fourth Annual Dolly Disco

Food! Roller skating! The music of Dolly Parton! Join in a family friendly fun-filled evening of 
roller skating (skates provided, bring your own safety gear) and enjoy raising money for the 
Imagination Library which provides free books to kids 0-5 in our community! $5/person, $15/
family.

UnitedWayOfVermillion

United Way of Vermillion
PO Box 216
Vermillion, SD 57069
605.624.5354

UnitedWayofVermillion.org
director@unitedwayofvermillion.org

You are not alone. Every day people 
turn to 211 for information and 
support – whether financial, family, 
health, or disaster-related. The call 
or text is free and confidential.




