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Source: DP03: SELECTED ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-Year 
Estimates U.S. Census Bureau

Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. The degree of uncertainty for an estimate 
arising from sampling variability is represented through the use of a margin of error. The value shown here is the 90
percent margin of error. The margin of error can be interpreted roughly as providing a 90 percent probability that 
the interval defined by the estimate minus the margin of error and the estimate plus the margin of error (the lower
and upper confidence bounds) contains the true value. In addition to sampling variability, the ACS estimates are 
subject to nonsampling error (for a discussion of nonsampling variability, see Accuracy of the Data). The effect of 
nonsampling error is not represented in these tables.

Definitions: Social Security income: Social Security income includes Social Security pensions and survivor 
benefits, permanent disability insurance payments made by the Social Security Administration prior to 
deductions for medical insurance, and railroad retirement insurance checks from the U.S. government. 
Medicare reimbursements are not included.

Supplemental Security Income (SSI): Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is a nationwide U.S. assistance 
program administered by the Social Security Administration that guarantees a minimum level of income 
for needy aged, blind, or disabled individuals. 

Public assistance income: Public assistance income includes general assistance and Temporary Assistance
to Needy Families (TANF). Separate payments received for hospital or other medical care (vendor 
payments) are excluded. This does not include Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or noncash benefits 
such as Food Stamps. The terms “public assistance income” and “cash public assistance” are used 
interchangeably in the 2013 ACS data products.

Retirement income: Retirement income includes: (1) retirement pensions and survivor benefits from a 
former employer; labor union; or federal, state, or local government; and the U.S. military.
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Source: S1101: HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates U.
S. Census Bureau. 

Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. The degree of uncertainty for an estimate 
arising from sampling variability is represented through the use of a margin of error. The value shown here is the 90
percent margin of error. The margin of error can be interpreted roughly as providing a 90 percent probability that 
the interval defined by the estimate minus the margin of error and the estimate plus the margin of error (the lower
and upper confidence bounds) contains the true value. In addition to sampling variability, the ACS estimates are 
subject to nonsampling error (for a discussion of nonsampling variability, see Accuracy of the Data). The effect of 
nonsampling error is not represented in these tables.
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